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TREATISE 


OF 
Humane Reaſon: 
” 30 0G Eing refolv'd, accor-- 


ding to the duty of 
every private Per- 
fon,to make aſearch. 
into the nature and 
3 quality of my Religion ; and ac- 
-3 cording ro my intereſt ih Hu - 
1 mane Society, to commauni- 
1 cate the effets of- that ſearch- 
f to others , if 1 _ believe is 
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Folie for them: I am-inthe ©1- 
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dangerous a journey, where Iſhall #4 
ſometimes meet withno trat or 4 
Path at all, and ſometimes with ſo | 
 many,and thdflp contrary in the }: 

appearance of tix firſt entry, | 
that the varietywill confound me 
more-then the -want ; eſpecially 
there being ſo many miſts caſt be- 
fore me by the errors and deceits 
of others, that.one had great need” F* 
of a better eye-ſight thanis left us |} 
by the fall of our firſt Fore-father' - 
And this conſideration after aJong 
and ſerious debate thereof, brings 
no other. Guide to - me but' my 
own Reaſon, which if ir take ſuch 
direRtions as it ought and may dos 
before it ſers forth, and purſue 
thoſe dire&ions with care. and | 
| | con- 
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Etplace to conſider ofthe thoice.-\, 
of ſome Guide, for ſo long and ſo 4 
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4 .lead me into. errors ,-yet wilk 
 }F bring me ar laſt even [through 
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them, to thepropoy'd endofmy: 


- I am not ignorant of the many: 


- Enemies I muſt; meer with in this 


do@trine, but am fortified againſt 
them with the chonght that:they 
who diſpute moſt againſt trhepow- 


 crand priviledges of Humane Rea- 
{_fox,, do it becauſe their own Rea; 


ſon :perſwades them to. that be-; 
lief 5 and fo whether the Victory 
be o mine; or o'their fide, are e= 
qually defeated. They ſeek to ter-. 
rifie us with the example of many 
excellent VVits, who, they ſay,by 
following this Jzn# fatume ( far 


# fo they call the only North-Srar 
which God has given us forthe 


right Steering of our courſe) have ? 
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4 DOfrPpiutktar  meazon. > 
fallen intra wild and ridicutonsQ-: 


pinions, and encreaſed the Cara». 4. 


logue of Herefies ro ſo vaſt a num*. } 
ber: Bur rruly cheſe men either ' 3 

followednot their ownreaſon,bur | 
made itfollow their will,or hud- 
winkt it firſt by intereft and pre- 
judices,and then bad itſhew them 
the way or were wanting in thoſe * 
neceflary diligences which are re- } 
quired for ſo doubtful and dange- = 
rous 4 paflage : Or if wirhour rhe _ 
commiſſion of any of theſe fauks, 
the weakneſs of their underſtand» 
ing has-deceiv'd them, the erroris 
neither hurtful to themſelves, hot 
would be to others, if this dot- 
rine of governing our ſelves from {1 
within, and not by example, were } 
eftabliſhr. Whereas on the con» | 
trary ſide,the ſubmittingourjodge |} 


ments to Authority, or any thing | 


elſe ] 
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. 7 into the large common-place of 
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_- elſe whatſoever; gives univerſali»  * 
3 ty andperpetuity to every errors - 
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J arecloquent herein with much of 
$ truth. For when we ſay that every 


 +hat and the How. of Religious- - © 
#4 Myſteries be our of ſight, yer thas-_ ©! 


| which God has prepared for.usto . +} 
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' They fall naturally from hence 


the frailty,uncertainty, and dif 
proportion of our anCerientng 
to divine and celeſtial notions,an 
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mans Soul hath is itſelf as much 

light 8s is requiſite for our travel 
towards :Heaver,we do not there-. 
fore aflume, thar it is as clear as - 
thoſe ſpirits which are confeſſed to . 
be all.a Blanie. And forthe unapt-- 
neſs of it ro receive the.impreſſion 
of Spiritual truths ;. though: the. 


they are ſ{uch,is ſufficiently viſible. 
Eſpecially if:we ufe thoſe helps 


that 
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that purpoſe, and rhoſe our Rea- // 
fon will diate to her ſelf that ſhe 7 
ts to-uſe. The ordinary ſaying of F 
DEmocritus, that Truth hes in the | 
bottom of « deep-well, is very appli 
cable to this matter :-that 15, that } 
ve muſt feek- it in the center and 
hearr of our ſelves,and-notlookup. 
intoHeaven firſt and immediately 
for  3© becauſe by thismeans we 
thalF ſee Heaven in the bottom of 
the Well, though we -could not. 
the Well in the top of Heaven... | 
But the chief and moſt Tragical: 
argument-againſFus is;tharthe als | 
lowance- obthis Liberty ro-parti- - 
eular mens diſcourſes,would be- 
pet as-many- Religions as there are 


. feveral perſons; and conſequently | 


draw after irſuch diſorder 8 con-. 
ſuſion,as is inconſt{tent not only 4 
with the quiet, bur the very be- J 
RED ng | 


ing of Humane Society. This is 8 
, 4 weighty and grievous accuſation 
F andifour Reaſon be convinced of 
ſo-harmful a Madneſs, it will be 
found neceflary to keep. it chain'd 
and fetter'd, .and as. much in the 
dark .as may be. But Ihope ic 
will, acquit if ſelf. Who knows. + 
not that the Philoſophy of the Ans- - 
cients ſeperated it ſelf into ſundry. 
parties ; the Pythagortians,the-Pe- 
ripateticks, the Stoicks, the Scepy - 1 
ticks, the Academicks,(and.theſe - -* 
of three ſorts)the Epicureans, the - 7 
 Cynicks, with many others; and : . ? 
* theſe differ'd not .in {She wid Ver- - } 
bal controverſies, bus in the laſt - 
ends of Humane,aQiions,in the nas 2 
ture of gaod .and evil, nay of God : } 
himſelf; whether manworked free- - ? 
ly or were compelled by aninevi-. * 
table[neceſſity? Whether. the ſou} -! 
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' 3 OfpnintianeVenfon! |} 
were ſubje& to corruption,orim- 7 
material and immortra}> Whether- . 
the world had a bepinning,or had 
endured from all eternity > VWhe- 
rher the Gods took upon them the 
Government of things, below, or 
fare as idlethemſelves in heaven 8s 
their Images were here on earth? | 
With divers other Queſtions of 
equa] conſequence. Theſe opintons 
. divided the Philoſophers, and rhe 
Philoſophers the People;nor were 
there fewer Sets in Athews, than 
are 110w in Amflerdam or Lowdop. 
And yer this variety of Opinion 
teither begar any Civil War in 
Greece, neither 'did rhe Peripate= 
ticks ( when both by the ſtrengeh 
of their Arguments and theit Em- 
peror, that Party was become the 
| $a 7loim up any Inquiſirions:or 
Hoh Commiſſion or Committee 


| apainlt | 


ty and freedom, than either his 
Goods or Wife. The ſane like» 
wiſe happened in the Religions:df 
. the Ancients ; for though ſeveral 
BY Cities profeſs'd the worſthipof ſe- 
 }B veral Deities, yet we fead not of 
any War which bath ſprung from 
what diverfity'. ' The Poets /have 
made the Gods enter itito faRtions 


bur Conimonwealths never- did 
the ſame for rheir Gods. This quier 
& happineſs, which(co the ſhame 
and ſcandal of theChriſtian Name) 
was enjoyed four thouſand years 
among the Heathen, continued 


j cauſe every Man, 'following the 
4 rules of his own Judgment,allow- 


edithn Liberty to others, m_ 
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- but every man en= 7 
joyed his Opinion with more ſafe-  * 


 andquarcrelsforCommonweakhs, 
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ſo long and fo uninterrupted, be- = 
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_ ws OfHutnaneReaſon 1 
he found ſo neceſſary for himſelf, 2: 
And even the. Stoicks themſelves, | 
who enſlaved the VVill, durſt ne: 
ver attempt-rhis-, violence. to the 
Underftandinge-; | 
From whence then ſhall we ſay |, 
it proceeds, that ſince the Refor-- 
mation open'd away tothis Freer | 
dom ofConſcience,ſo muchblood | 
and Confuſion, and almoſt Deſo- 
lation, has followed: in all thoſe 
Countries which admitted it. Gere | 


many, France, the Low-Countrics, 


and-Scotland are ſufficient witne(- 
ſes of.this s and I could-wiſh that 
miſetable England ,had not been | 
added to the number of theſe ſad 
Examples. But-certainly,(ince this .| 
Liberty.-has been {o- many Ages - | 
exerciſed, withour.drawing-atter - 
it- thoſe .Inconveniencies which | 
we now.fo juſtly complain ohthep ; 
| MU :; 
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J Srine,. as that which permirs « 


Of Þuinane Reaſon, ax * 
muſt be arrributed- either wholly _ * 
to ſome other cauſe,or to the con- 
junion of ſome other Accidents 
roit, which have changed the na- 


- ture- and condition thereof :: And 
that(having examined all particu- 
lars which touch upon this mat- 


ter)I can find to be no other, than 
the range and uncharicable Pride 
of rhoſe men, who-having with 
juſt cauſe vindicated their own 


Reaſon from the tyranny. of unner 
 ceflary: bonds, .endeavour never* 


theleſs to lay.them upon others ; 
{othat not the uſe of ſuch Liberyr 
ty» but the appropriating ofitte 
our ſelves:only, is the true, and, .. 
Ithink, the fole fountain of. theſ@.6 
Diſorders:: for there cannot cer- © # 
tainly.in the World be found our, 
ſo mild. and ſo peaceable a Doy 
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* 32 OfpumaneReaſon 
'-- differencein beliefs ; for what oc- | 
caſion can any man:take to begin a 
_ -quarrel, when both he himſelf is 
tuffered quietly to enjoy. his own 
Opinion, and: his own opinion is }_ 
this,that he ought to: ſaffer others 


to do the ſame. But if once men 

entertain an imaginationsthat eve- 

ry thing: 4s wicked and damnable 
- Which complies not with their / 


ewn ſenſe, and:that in this vaſt la- 
tirude of probabilities(which is in- 
all kind - of diſquiſitions, but eſpe- | 
cially thoſe of Religion,they being 
moſt obſcure and moſt indemon+- | 
Rtrable) rhere is none can lead one 
£0 Salvation , burthe path where» . 
in he treads himſelf , we may ſee. 
the evident and neceflary.conſe-. | 
quence of eternal troubles and: - 
confuſions. For not only-pablick: 
Charity will perſwade us —_— FF 
{i M 


: $ to exclude men from the Gomse - 
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# Mentorhat wherein conf 
KR everlaſtinp/happineſs,or calamity, 
if by no other means we (can in- 
duce men to itlas without injury 
we bind rhe hands of a man that . * 
would kill himſe}f) bur alſo our 
rivate intereſt, and that particu- 
r care; which every man ows to 
his own Pofterity, which, withour 
ſuppreſſion of all Hereſies, muſt . 
run the hazard of eternal puniſh- 
ments, obliges us,by all means,to 7 
endeavour the extirpation ofthoſe 
weeds -oult of the fields of our 3 
Neighbors, which would elſe fo *: 
quickly overgrow ouf own: | 
whereas if we had either more of 
Charity to others,to believe ſome 
Errors(the inſeparable Compani- 
ons of Humane Nature)ought not 
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the hope of the future; or leſs of - 
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ſelf-Aarrery to think, that all men 
grope in the dark that light not 
theit Gandle at ours, we could 
pot be ſo cruel inperſecution of 
thoſe ſaults to whichGod: himſelf 
i5 ſo merciful,;and from which we 
our ſelves are not exempt. -I ſhall 


therefore concludethis Argument 


with a confident affertion,. That 
all the miſeries which have fol- 
lowed the variety of Opinions 
ſince the Reformation, have pro- 
ceeded entirely from. theſe wwo 
miſtakes, The tying 1»fallibility 
to whatſoever we think Truth, 
and dammatios to whatſoever we 


think Error. 


Another abſurdity this Doctrine 


is accued of, that if we guide our 


| ſelves wholly by the light.of Rea- | 
ſon we ſhall not only every one } 
differ | 
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naneReaſor 15 * 
differ from every body elſe,bur &- * 
very one-frequently from himſelf, _ 
changing Religion almoſtas often 
235 our habits, driven about perpe- / 
eually by every wind, and in all 
probability daſhr by ſome one ar. 
laſt againſt a rock ; now a Paprſt, 
to morrow a Latheran,next a Cal- 
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wvinift y and ſo like the Heathen, © 
dedicate every day inthe week to © 


a ſeveral Deity. I muſt confeſs, 
Inconſtancy is one of tte greateſt 
weaknefles of the weakeſt Sex,and 


"much leſs to be endured in Man, 


eſpecially in that moſt weighty af-' 
fair of his whole life, the ſervice 
of God; but I cannot conceive, thar 
the fear of this ſcandal. obliges us 
to 4 blind and: inal:erable obſer- 
vance Of thoſe Laws and Opini- 
ons, which either the fate of our 
birth and education, or the for 
p tune . 


— 


tune of other accidents havecn-- - Þ 
gaged us ins bur we ought to 
make a ſcrious and long enquiry, 
whether they agrce moſt with ther 
light of onr Ulnderftanding,which 
God has infuſed inte ns for thar 
end, according to the beſt extene 
of thoſe means,which are allowed 
by bim to our underſtandings for 
this examinations and whatfoever 

|. we'ſhall fix upon after this conſi- 

|  deration, if icbe duly made, will. 

'  beupon ſuch grounds, as are not 
likely every day, and uponevery 
new argument to be remeved 
form us:for if they be,it is a great, 
though not an infallible ſign, thar 

| theenquiry was not made at firſt 
s. with ſo much diligence as was 
I ' poſſible: And when-we have once 
i: {|: carefully ferled our ſelves in a be- |} 
[vt lief, though. we happen to meer 
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foreſcen- difficulties, which may 
ſeem to evince the contrary, yet 


JF Reaſon will not preſently adviſe us - 3 
TY -o a change, becauſe it finds irfelf 

S unable ro unty the kaor, burfuſe ' 7? 
. penda while and attempt again, 


andtryathouſand ſeveral ways be- 


_ fore it deſpair and yield up. in ſelf 


to the argument ; which remain» 


ins fill after all rhis unconqueras» . J 
pe 


it will then turn back and con- 
fider. whether if ir alter now its 


Judgment, ir be able to ſarisfie all 


thoſe defenſes which will be made 
foriirs former opinion, and -1{ ir be 
overmatch'd by: rhe doubts on 
borh fides,rather chuſero continue 


4s defore,thien-make-en.innovation. 


without advantages This Rule be- 


i 
WI 


$ ing obſerv'd, we ſhall not be fab= 2 
Y Jc&to the inconvenience offre- } 
| _ quent 


% 
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rainable inthis life; and if in this 
permutation,atter all our induſt- 
ry and humility therein,itſhall be 
 ourill fortune to give away atruth 
for a falſe-hood.,it will be(as kill- 
ing 4:man againſt our will is no 
murther)at the worſt bur an error 
by chance-medly, and will both 


find(I had almoſt ſaid claim)mer- * 


cy from God, and deſerve pity 
* from men. We know very well 
-  thatevery mans body is in ſo per- 
- . perual a flux,thar about the ſpace 
of ſeven years,renders him wholly 
and entirely another corporeal 
ſubſtance from wha he was be- 


fore, the whole maſs both of ac- 
cidents and matter being thruſt a« 


way 
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* quentchanges,and yet as true itis, _; 
that we ſhall not be exempt from 
the poſſibility of changing ar all, . 
which is neither requiſite nor at-- } 
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way by the continual ſucceſſion of } * 
new-ones: and'yert becauſe the ſoul 
remains {ti]1 the ſame, and retains 
-a]l the while the ſame power and 

-uninterrupted Government - ovet | 
the whole ſucceſſion, we juſtly e- 
ſteem itthe ſame perſonznay eves 
ry patt ofhim to be alwaysſotrue- 
ly the ſame, thatatany time of his 
life he may ſay, with theſe Eyes I 
ſhall behold my Saviour,though 
Þ the: accidents and very matter of 
& theni be {o often changed; Suchan 
J Identity as this is requiſite.to a 
mans Faith:he may now be fully a 
Papiſt, & ſeven years hence fully a 
Proreſtant,and yet his faith ſtill re» 
mains the ſame,becauſe iris all the 
while a&uated and moved by the 

Y ſame ſoul of faith, which is con-_ 
& ſcience;which if he preſerve invio- 
JF lably, both when he was a Papiſt, 


and 


#5 "Of cmraton. Y 

" and when he; is w” +-Drontinen be BY 

 maytcruly-ſay,wicth-chis very Faith | 
1iball behald my Saviour« 

But ſuppoſe this ſo exalted 
Guide of yours,your own Conlci» | 
ence, ſhould direct you te forſgke | 
your Chriſtian belief ; for _ 
the Devil do's not want ſuch 
fant colours and ſpecious Ila | 
cies, as may poſſibly deceive even | 
a good underſtanding. 

_ . Before Lanſwer this Odje@ion, | 
I'defire to know of him tharimakes . 
ir,what it is(for ſomething ie mult. 
be ) which he places-in 'the-ſame - 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiorizy that! cd 
reaſon > The-private Spiric 2 
if that ſhould perſwade bin ts | 
this Apoltacy 2 It cannot. Notin- 7 F 
deed. if it be true; buttche ſame | 
condition will make Reaſov as.ivs | 


fallible-as that ; and Lmay as well 4 
Judge | 
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judg. of the truth 
you of the other. 2:3 if 
_ Whar is it then you will truſt 
your Soul wich, in this important 2? 
buſineſs > Is irthe Authority.@f' 2 
Men 2 'Theſe verily may lead-you Þ>* 
intoerrorgand itis not impollible, 
S into the greateſt and worlt of all, _.: 
- F which is the deſertion. of -Chriſk - 2; 
| F himſelf: not that this is likely-to, _ 7 
.happen,neither more probable is * 
 & it, that our Reaſon ſhould fo far 
; & miſguide us. - Bur alas ! in this 
; # affair of ſovaſtand ſoeternalcons 
\ Þ ſequence, what ſecurity can. we 
\F aflume, whilſt} there. remains. a - 
3 potlibility of miſcarriage;and this 
poſlibility._is Evident. For letus 
conſider it in a Council ; which, if 
there be any, aflurance in the nums _ 
F ber of men, is that where.malk 
3 probably it may be found, I will © 
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- 22 Dfbumanr Reafon. * 
| nothere reckon up the manyer- Þ 
- rorS whichgreat & famous Coun- * 
 Ccils have fajlen into themſelves, | 
and labor'd to eſtabliſh in orhers, 
they are many and notorious. But 
certainly if a Council could cake 
away the ſatisfaftion of Chtiſts 
hah, and Divinity of his Perfon 
(as was done by that great one of 
the Arrixms which condemned = 

thenefimz, not without the appro- - 
bation of the Pope and the whole |} 
World befides)a Conncil has al- «| 

_ ready done that thing, which you *! 
affirm impoffible for it todo. For | 
they who believedChriſt cocome 

| Into the world as an exatnple and 
pattern only of Holineſs, are no 
more tobe call'dChrifians,thah f- 
brahansiſts or Devidifts,If youwill 
Bert contend, that even theſe'met! |] 

deſerted notwhollyChri/tianity,as C 
TER Ca» os 
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a man-maydoby the impullionot 
# his own private Reaſon, yet cer« ©» 
*F * tainly you will confeſs that they 
| whofſell fo far intoerror,might as 
well haveſunk deeper,andexaled 
ſome other Propherabove Chriſt, #3 
| as well as make Chriſt robe bura 
'® Prophet: and this poſſibility of 7 

* Error (even info high a degree} 

J | we ſhall find inthe nature and ve+; 

| ry Elements of « Council y forif 

11 any one Member of it may be a 

» } - Heathen or Atheiſt in Opinionlas 

F the lives of many Popes, and the 
ſpeeches of ſome declare that 
hey thamſelves have been) whiy 
_ not two, not three, not more, hot 
F the Major part, that is, the whoſe 
_ Council > From the ſanRions of 
the + Niceve Council, -which''c- 
1 ftabliſh'd the worſhip of Imagess 2 
- | - how cafiea ſtep: was: there made 
NERO B 2 tor i 


FX. Rl i ne RS Tre" A PIERS OF CG Y 
REFS; oils a OgT > as Fd > 3 3% M8 3 Foe RS. 
hd ben Kone A ape" no og 
* Vp, eel Þ. 7 Fa Wat D, i oan 
7%: - ; SB IY = 
EG 46 + A 
£7 o 


for the next ;to the introduction 
of a full, undiſguis'd and Hea- 
etheniſh Idolatry, which we muſt © 
not ſay could: not, becauſe by the 
mercy of God itdid not happen. 
And T verily believe, if God had 
not ſtirr'd up ſome perſons of ex- - 
cellent Abilities and Worthy Spi- .|{ 
rits ( for ſuch ſure they were, 
though not exempt from humare 
weaknefles ) to examine by. the 
Rules of their own Reaſons, thoſe Þ. 
follies and dangerous Errors in « {+ 
Religion, which partly ' by. the F 
_ Intercſt,partly by the Ignorance of 
Men,: and inſenfible advances of 
i1] Cuſtom, were blindly embra-' 
ced by the whole world z if theſe 
Men, I ſay, had not diſcover dthe 
paſt' Errors,':and by 'that means 
made. their . Adverſaries:. more | 
cautious not tofall into any new. | 
Þ. | | Ones, 
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dthrough the Ado- 

ratrion-of Saints and Images, and 
the boundleſs Increaſe of vain and 

 Superſticious Ceremonies,would | 
have paſt before this time,.to-its 

| old & abominable- worſhip uf ſe- 

"© veral Deities, andto a Religion o- 

|. verwhelm'd,if not with the ſame, 
yet with as many and as vain Im- 
pieries. Ir remains therefore, thar 

- you put your confidence rather in 

* F- the Traditions of the former, than 

; *F+- the commands of the preſent 

* F- Church;bur what thoſe were,you 

{ RY muſteither cruſt ſome number of ©. 

f F Men preſent, which is not with- 

. 

of 


# 


ourthe poſſibility ofbeing miſgut- 
ded; or your own ſearch and dili- 
gence,which is to fall into that Os 
pinion which you condemn in mes 
Andtruly they who-build theirbe- 
Ifef wholly upon the Authority of 
B 3 paſt 
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upon all the Conſequences of that 
Opinion,are in much greater dan- 
ger of being drawn from the Chri- 
ſtian Fairh, than thoſe whe: remit 
the judgment of theſe things ro 
their own Reaſon ; For cver fince 
chit beginning of the Chriſtian be- 
lief, there has been the Authority 
of above an hundred to one againſt 
it; and this Authority backt and 
firengrhened with the univerſal a- 
greementof more than threethou- 
- ſand years before ir. But on the 
contrary, if we weigh impartially 
the Motivesand arguments which 


own defence 3 Reaſon it ſelf will 
find more and much greater for 
the Chriſtian, than it can for any 


am very confident, that no man 


other Belief whatſoever: AndTI. 


ever. 
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every Religion can produce in its - | 
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ligion ; but becauſe either fear of4t0* 


ever from a Chriſtian, became a < x 
Turk or a Few, becauſe his React 
ſon told him that was a better Rexl.ov#* 


puniſhment or hope of reward, 40% 
or ſome orher finiſter Cauſe, per-(\ 1 
ſwaded his Reaſon, tharthe worſt - ? 
Religion in it ſelf, wou}d be the *? 
better to him upon thoſe Condi® 
tons. 

Now all thoſe arguments by 
which ſome men have labored to 
prove, that our Guide in Spiritual 
mattersought tobe/»fallible,will, 
though they be granted for true, 
as | believein ſome ſenſe they are, 
will not.at all diſpoſſeſs Reaſon 
of this Authority, which we have 
declared to be her due. For the 
Infallibility of a Gaide 1 conceive 
to be only this, That it cannot 
fail ro bring us to that ead, for 
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' Whichwe choſe tobe guided by 
it, and if to this end there happen 
to be athouſand ſeveral ways,it is 
a.Guideno leſs infallible as to the 
End,if it lead us througha long,an 
unpleaſant and obſcure TraQ,than 


if it conducted us by a ſhort,3 de- 


lightful and an open road : for not 
the goodneſs of the paſſage, bur 
certainty of not miſſing the End,is 
that which conſtitutes this kind of 
Tnfallibility. And truly every mans 
particular Reaſon, if well follow- 
ed ( for whatſoever Guide you 
pitch upon, whether Scripture; 
Spirit, Church paſt or preſent, or 
any thing elſe imaginable, mult 
have that condition annext,or elſe 
it will be come unprofitable) will 
infallibly carry him ar laſt,though 
perhaps through many tedious 
& troubleſome wandrings,.to his 
erer- 
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” f ” 
» yr 7 Sie "0 + LOS? + Ho AH 
7 MOT © "Wee 7 Regs AVE * ve Oe Ree, < x io e-- ” 
ABLE OE STE TY _” «> ob roy "4 5 BO a. 7 
5, EO RAS bt Pr lt Rt RS Io 0s Ro. 
a : » gs OI $2 rigs, on 20 ER os SR x NET 
- d 4 , 1 0 ” 
; - 4 
* % H a 
5 * 
*p 


- mane nature, (hould.Rill lament 


ſiruQions-from the frailty- of our 


OY 
/ TUE 


F250 Ti 4 'Þ "> —_—_ : 
_ eternal happl be foflows. . 


ed ( for that condition cannot be © 7 
repeated too often)-with conſtan= 3 
cy, diligence and ſobriety. ; 
_ This Doctrine ſets the great 
gate of Heaven fo wide open,thar 
it will diſpleaſe thoſe men,. who. 
with an envious kind of pride hay 
think it miore honour to enter in. Kow 
with a few at a narrow. wickete, 1 ke 
But Ltruly,out of an humble con-. 4-46 
ſideration of my own weaknels,. 
and the general imbecillity of hu- 


and: tremble,that the entrances to 
Heaven are ſo few and ſo-difficulz, . 
though they were yet far morc and. 
much eaſter than this opinton 
makes them, There are enow ob-- 


Fleſh, the ſubrilty of the. Devil, 
LR. B 5 | _ the 
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_ the perv 


erſe crookedneſs of our ? 


corrupted Wills, without the ad- Þ}. _ 
ditions of any more from the im--F. 


perfeRions of our intelle. Suffi- ? 
ctent is the danger we run, in nor | 
performing thoſe Duties which | 


we underſtand aright , with- © 


- our making our mif-underſtand- * 
ings damnable, and condemning: ! 
that as a Guilt, which is to be piri- 
ed as a misfortnne. What then > : 
Shall we believe Turks, Jews, Hea- 
thens, Atheiſts,chemſelves(if there 1 
| be any fuch)in an equal poffibiltty } 
of- Salvation, with the unerring * 
Chriſtian? Shall we (aveall Beaſts ' 
of what kinÞ ſoever, clean or un-- 
clean ,. in that myftical. Ark the 


Church of God ? Cerrainly in Þ} - 


the two contrary excelles of be- 
lief in this matter, that on the fide 
of, Mercy hath the: appearance of | 

VE greater: | 


v 


» 


| | F , —$TY-3 
greater ſafty; and I had rather _ © 
think with Origen, That the De- 
vils themſelves , by the exctfſoue © > 
kindneſs of their FTudg, (ball at laſt © 
be exempied from damnation, thi © 

- that he himſelf ſhall be damn'd for 
that Opinion. But as to this their 2 

- Obje&ion ; 1 believe firſt, Thar 
Reaſon it ſelf will declare to e- 
very Man inthe World, tharhe | - 

_ ought to adhere to the Chriſtian, \| | 
rather than to any other Religion ” © 
whatſoever, if all things be pro- - } 
pounded to him in a clear and im- ' 
partial manners and this whoſoe- -*? 
ver ſhall deny, I dare confidently. 4 

- affirm, it is impoſſible for hit to 3 
be a Chriſtian. -But becauſe there Z 
are a thouſand accidents , which - * 
hinder - the greateſt part of the-- ? 
World from the advantages of ſo -- | 
fair a propoſal, hence it comes to + © 
paſs,-. 


paſs, that ſo ſmall a part of Man- 
kind hath ſubmitted ro the Obe*® 1} 
 dience of the Chriſtian. Faith-: *}Þ 
Now to condemn all thoſe Milli- 
. ons of perſons (many Millionsfor | 
one that is to be ſaved) is ſo wild +! 
an uncharicableneſs,that ftw have - 
been ſo bacbarouſly ſevere,as tobe 
oviley of it: and therefore thoſe _ 
-whoſe Ignorance in theſe matters |, 
hath been invincible, they left to 


» © the hands of God, without declar- 


. condition; and none even amongſt 


ing a definitive Opinion cither of +|'- 
their ſafety or perdition. Now if 7 
we 6onſider rightly, what Igno- 
rance is to be accounted invinci- 
ble, we ſhall by this means reſtore 
the greateſt part of Mankind in- 
ro 2 hopetul and comfortable 


the worſt Religions,will be left to 
a certain ruins. bur (ſuch whoſe ' 


_Con- 


3 "IMO 1F 


!, . OfpumaneReaſon. .z3 * 
{ Conſciences have been negleged © 
i or forced -afide by thoſe. who 
F ought to have been guided by 
” them; andſuch who can have no 
plea againſt. the rigour of their 
ſentence, becauſe- they. deſerted - 
- themſelves as well as God : And 
the diſobedience of Men to their. 
own Conſcience is not only in 
©, — things of practice, but al'o of 7 
' belief and ſpeculation, though _._ 5 
not in ſo evident and immediate * 
a manner, by ſuffering themſelves 
to be deceived by the inſenſible 
opcrations of intereſt and pre- 
Wes 7. - : 
 Nordoes it follow from hence, 
that Chriſt. is not the only ſource 
and-cauſe of etcrnal feliciry ; for 
L acknowledge there is no other 
Name under heaven by which \ : 
men can hope for Salvation. .| 
- Bur. | p 
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| — But I may very well believe 
Wwithal, that there are ſecret and 
wonderful ways, by which God F 
may be pleaſed to apply his Me- 
rits to mankind, beſides thoſe 
dire&, open, and ordinary ones 
'of Baptiſm: and Confeſſion : which ? 
I have only advanc'd btiefly in ! 
this place, being a matrer that } 
will require a more ample and 
particular examination” Now 2: 
concerning the Salvation of all JF 
ſorts of. Chriſtians, except their *: 
lives difagree from their Do- 

_ Arines ( which is likewiſe a dif- 1 
obedience to their Reaſons) I 
know not why I ſhould be ter-- -} 
rif'd our of my Charity by any- | 
Anathemma whatſoever that (hall ' ,#- 
proceed from the mouth of Man. . F* 
For I cannot fee how any but : 
God himſelf can certain]y _ N 
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that any man is an Heretick, fince 


 itis only he who can diſcern by - 
'wharcloſe and unlawful means he = 


corrupts his underſtanding, and 


' hardens his own will to the ob- 


ſtinare belief of any Error : for 
without that obſtinacy there is 
no Hereſie, and without the per- 
fe fight of the whole contexs 
tire of a mans Thoughts and-. 
AQions, there is no knowledge. 
of ſuch an obſtinacy : and there-- 


1 " fore when the Church declares 


any Opinion to be Herefie, it is 
to be accepted as if the Law- 
ſhould ſay, whoſoever kills a man ts. 
# Martherer, which is a ſentence 
rot abſolute but to be qualified: 


F. with Circumſtances: even fo the 
F- Church pronotnces , whoſoever 
holds this Dottrine ut an Heretich,. 
> with ag cvident gefervation of 1 
: | ſome: 
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| ſome Circumſtances in the mean -! 
ing thereof, for no man can, ima- 
Fine that the ſentence includes 
" thoſe who never ſhall hear of it ; 
. nor no. more, ſay I, thoſe, wao 
- though they hear of it, yet cannot 
.. by any means bring thetr Con- 
| ſcience tothe aſſent. For to obey. 
1n.matters-of belief, without be- 
ing-able to believe the thing com- 
manded, is no leſs, and ſeems 
more a coatradiction,:han fimply 
roobey without knowledge of a 
Command.. 
Thus much. briefly concerning 
Hereſie, which indeed is a Sub+ 
jet worthy a Treatiſe by it ſelf. 
Burt this will not ſuffice, unleſs 
we canalſo clear our ſelves from 
the imputation of Sch;ſm7, the ot- 
dinaty. railing word: in all Con- 
trovetrſies ,. and a flander which. 
is 
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& is-often fatal in making , where. * 
it fal{ly accuſes a ſeparation :. of 
"F which they are truly guilty (the 
JF word ir (elif bearing witneſs a- 
Þ gainſt them ) who break the pre- 
cious unity of .the Chriſtian 
Church :; bur that is done not fo 
much by them who differ in O- 
pinions, as by them who will 
not allow of ſuch a difference. 
Who knows, whether that God 
\ who liked beſt that no mens. Bo*+ 
dies ſhould have the ſame com- 
.-plexion, no mens Faces the ſame 
figures, no Hangg#he ſame lines, 
no voices the ſame ſounds, nay 
not ſo much but their motions 
and- geſtures ſhould be diftin+ 
guiſhable, has not Nkewiſe beſt 
pleaſed - himſelf with no. leſs va- 
riety in the parts of Men that are 
Immateria), and even inthe moſt 

imma- 
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immaterial Acionsof thoſe pazts, 
which is the worſhip and ado- 
ration of a Deity * Does God 


gatn any thing by our Devotions? | 


oes he receive hurt from one 


kind of worſhip,and advantage by i 


another? is he pleaſed withany 
ſmell in the Sacrifice beſides that 
of Obedience? and cana plain 
uniform, unalterable Obegtence 
be expeced,withourt Commands 
of the ſame nature > Without 
doubt, he whogave Rules which 


might accept of ſa many ſeveral 


interpretations, when he might 


bY: 

v1 

ra 
; 

+1 

ff 


have made them as plain to all 


in one ſenſe, as they ſeem now to - 


every man in his own, is like- 


wiſe well contented , that they 


ſhall be interpreted foverally : 
' and as the Divines confeſs, that 


the ſame words of Scripture ad- 


ant 


JF mit of a Literal, Typical, Ana- 

j ical ſenſe, and that all ehoſe 
'Y | es are both true and inten- 
73 dedby the Holy Ghoſt, that Spi- 
rit of unity that wrie them ; 


God concerning Religion are ec» 
qually obeyed: and fulfilled by 


all the various kinds of Obedt- 


ence, which the conſciences of. 


men conceive themſelves bound 
to pay unto them. As welÞ the 
Mud by growing hard, as the 
Wax by melting obeys the Sun 3 
nor is it leſs glorified by one 
FF than by the other : nor are thoſe 
| |} diverſities of powers in the Sun, 
\ | bur of capabilities in the ob- 

F k< that receives him : even ſo 
| Faith is ill properly one,though 
; | according to the diverſe recep* 
- *F tions of it, it produce not only 
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fo, I ſay, the Commands of - 


diverſe - 


-_ _” : 
b 


It is not 
the Unity of che Church-of God- "i 
is compared not tothe unity of "WM 
one Man, but of a Man and Wo» 
man joyned in Marriage; ſo 
the Church in general is one MW 
with Chriſt ; ſo the (hurch Mi | 
litant with the Triumphant ; and 3 
ſo every particular man with the 
Church Militant: Now this U- 
rity is of one part more weak, - 3 
more infirm, more ignoble than # 
the other 3 and the Female part | 
in the {{militude, is the erring 
part in the Church ir ſelf; and ; 
as that by the bond of Love, ? 
ſo. this by the bond of Charity ' 
is to be. accounted one and the 
fame with the other. Can any ' 
thing be more irrational, than to 
ſay. that a. foot when it haththe , 
Gout, 
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I Gout, or: a hand when it ſhakes * * 
38 with. the  Palſey, or a Head. 

i-"F when it akes, ceaſes to be a part 

8 of the body? Sound or ack ; 

2 preat or little, well or i] ſha- 

ÞF ped >: are outward : conſiderati- 

Y. ons' to the nature of a Member ; 

- © tf it be -informed by-the ſame 

JF Soul, it requires no other con- 

'Y Gdition'to'' make! it ſuch : -Nor 

Þ can you make this Soul which 

is/required of ſuch neceſſity: to 

+F give: ir. life, to be a fulland en» 

F tire agreement in all - points: of 

F Faith; of one member with: ane- 

[ther ; for then in matters of Be- 

lief -you make ino- diſtinQion be- 

twixt. ſickneſs and death , 'and 

_ the leaſt indiſpoſition of health 

is:2/total Corruption-:7Men-of 

I — the /contrary Opiniohi (1 fore-: 

| fee ) cannot chooſe bur ſay haves 

[;1 nat 
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 lity, as their ſpreading and in- 
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make them for the exalting of | 


- A 


that in dangerous and infeQious 
diſeaſes cur off the affeged mem- 1: 
ber to ſave the reſt; and that * 
he who in a Gangreen ſpares the- 
Patient, is the moſt hard-hearted ! 
and unmerciful Phyſician :. and } 
eruly, if Ertors in belief draw : 
ſo ill a tail after them as the De- 
vils and Damnation , if they be 
to be - eſteemed Gangreens, as 
well in reſpe& 'of their 'morea- 


fetious Nature'z not only Pru- 
dence bur Charity it ſelf will 
put a Sword into our : hands to : 
cutthem off,” Bur alaſs! theſe * 
diſeaſes are not ſo deadly, as - 
the Phyſicians of the Soul would 


cheir-.own- © reputation ; and: he | 
thar- wonld- preſently lop. off an | 
arms if the:Gangeeen be moying -- 
$13; 12 
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ſcribe the ſame remedy, if it - 
be bur infeged with an Itech: 
both Evils would extend theme. - 
ſelves over the whole body, but 
the one tothe perpetual deſtru- 
Rion of the being , the other on- 
ly ro the remporary loſs of the 
beauty. and quier of it + and 


_ therefore werather pariemly en-' 


dare the trouble - and vexation 


Þ of continual ſcratching ( which 
& is che true Metaphor for the Con- 


— 


p f 


trovetſies of Ecclefiaſtical Wri- 
ters ) with the loathſomneſs and 
defortnity of ſo many ſores, than 
take away a Member which may 
polltbly hereafter recover irs for- 
mer health and comelinefs, and 
is evet! tow without them, - of 
great and \ neceflary uſes: to the 
whole body. 7 200 C3 


Now 
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' of: this Opinton; it is a ſcandal; 


without much humility I ſhould” 


en, who. 
accuſe us of pride and vanity. 
for attributing ſo -much'to our i 
own Reaſon, making preſumpti-_ 
on and ſelf-Aattery the fountain! 


ſo falſe and fo ridiculous, that. 


diſdain to anſwer it. ';Are- thoſe 
to: be accounted proud and tyran-: 
nical, who being governed by. 
their own Reaſon, are content. 
that all others ſhould enjoy the J 
ſame liberty, or thoſe who whilſt 
they deny that they  themſclves 
are. ruled by their own under-, 
ftandings , would nevertheleſs 


| have all others toſubmitr to 1t 2: 


Is it the voice of pride: to ac-' 
knowledge, that they who differ; 
from me may poſkbly ' be inthe. | 
right, or if they miſtake may do } 
7 >; it 
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it without ruin, or to ſay, . 
ty | Whoſoever .is not of my Opi- 

ur &- nion is in the wrong , and who= 

j- BY ſoever is in the wrong 1seter» 

in nally to periſh for his Error? 

alÞ Ir is the cuſtom of Preſumpti- 

at | on to be ready to lay down an 

14 | Opinion once entertained ( which 

fe B is almoſt as great a Martyrdom, 

n-: | as laying down our lives for the 

by | Truths ſake) when cauſe ſhall 

ne | -appear ſor ſo doing, or by. 
he JN, claiming to our ſelves the infal- 

I& J Jibility of our Party ( for he'is 

es { infallible himſelf who agrees 

r- # with them that are ſo) to harden 

:(s | our ſelves into a neceflary Opiniy 

t> | aſtrere. 

Gel Theſe are the common Ob- 

er: | JeRions againſt this good-natur'd 
and gentle Do&rinz Burt Mrs 
| Hobbs, according to his extra- 
Eu ordinary 
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went, For in his firſt Chapter of 
. of Religion , in the tate. of 5 
Gods natural Empire , making } 
- every 'City rhe ſupream Tags | 
-1n marters that belong ro Gods 


worfhip, and to which we ought | [| E 
toirender an entire obedience , 


_ Nays thus: < Otherwiſe all ab- | 
bog ford Opinions of the Nature 


< of Gad, and all ridiculous / : 
= Ceremonies which have been | 
< admicted by any Nations, 2 6 


-£#xould be <M at once inthe ' 
«© ame "City, by which it-would | 


_ Tf happen, that every particular | [ 
© perſon would be- 


>”"-" «lieve all others to A 


141 
«* b[aſpheme, or it- 


* revorently to 'behave himſelf 


<womardsGod; ſothat.ic _ 
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F - © be ſaid of no man, that he wor» 


+ © *«ſhip'd Godz becauſe no man _* 
+. - © worſhips God(rhat is, honours 
FT © him externally ) bur he who 
4 -* does thoſe rhings by: whieh he 

-. © may appear to others co hot» 
«our him, ; <2: X70 


Bue- methinks, if this be true; 

the ſeveral unappealable Tribu- 

_ nals which are ſet up by Mr.Hpbbs 

| in ſeveral Cities or Conimon- 
| - wealths, are as well deſtroyed by 
4 -it,as thoſe which are placed 'byus 
FT in every Maos breaſt, for ſeveral 
| Cities appointing ſeveral kinds of 
| worthip or honour, confiſting ia 
the Opinion not.of the worſhip= = 
per or honourer himſelf; bur of - 
the witnefles aud:ſpe&ators of the -- * 
|. worſhip or honour 4 now*f he 
| _ſay, that when a-whole Come _ 7 
£41 C2 mon. _ 7 


*- «8 Of pumane Reaſon,  P 
* _ - monwealth has but one. ſort. of }_ 
worſhip, none will be witnefles Þ 
or ſpeators of ir, but thoſe +I. + 
who beljeve it honourables 
firſt, as much ſcandal from the - 
report, as from: the fight .of its I 
and beſides, the ſame 1 ſay will 
happen ,- if there were an hun-. 
dred Religions. in one City ; ] 
for till their Religious Con | 
Sregations were to be made up 
of men of the ſame Opinions : 
” Again, Thoſe who deny thata.,| - 
- Common-wealth ought to en-= | 
' force anunity of Worſhip upon } 
all irs Subjects, will likewiſe as Þ}. 
much der.y, that men ought to | 
 _  thinkthoſe worſhips diſhonour- | 
 . able Which are not  pradtiſed } © 
\ by themſelves: and it he fay, ? 
© there is no hindering of this ? 
latter, he muſt needs/pardon me. of 
, | 471 
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Of Þumane Reaſon? 45> S. 
if I cannot believe that impoſ*, 
ſible, which has been in the 
world (even in 4 more ridicu- 
lous variety than is at preſent, 
at leaſt in our parts) for ſo ma-- 
ny Aves, and which is now ex* — 2 
erciſed-in ſome places: And if 
| ignorant or malicious Phyſicians : 
'in this- viokent Feavour , did 
nct apply new heats inſtead of 
Julips, they might by Writing, 
] Diſputing, Preaching, _ living 
”] © Charicably (which is all the for- 
mer) reduce the world in aſhore 
1 time to its ancient healthful and 
| natural temper. Laſtly (to 
4} ftrike at the root. of this: Ar=- 
«1-. gument)- ir is falſe, that the 
worſhip or honour of Gad ton- _ 
3 Gilts in. the opinion of others, 
4 if it did, Jdolatry for, four 
> | - thouſand years ,. had been: the 
| ' Þ C 3; beſt, 
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| beſt, nay . the only -Religion g - 
- and if ] were now in the South - 
Continent ( where I ſuppoſe IJ 
Chould be the only Chriſtian ) ! 
FE ought not to abſtain from the }]: 
Chriſtian worſhip of God (no, : 
nor to hide or- diſguiſe it) for ] 
fear leaſt the wonder, contewpr Þ]- 
and mockery of Infidels, ſhould | 
on a ſudden (I know not how) | 
convert it into fin and blaſphe- _ | 
my. True it is that in honour [| 
paid from Men to Men, cuſtom, *}| © 
conſent, and: acknowledgment , -| 
makes vp the buſineſs, and an | 
honour contrary to the uſe of | 
the place is counted an affront, 
as to put off the Hat would be 
in the Eaſt, and in the Weſt to - 
keep it on before Princes. But ./ 
the reaſon of this is, becauſe {| 
men who are not able to ſearch -J- 
IS | into . 
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inothe hearts, muſt be govern'd': 27 
in their. judgement of them by... 
* the exteriour aRions,. and. the-- 
meaſure or ſtandard of thoſe is-. 
1- Cuftomeg bur with God it is 
J quite. atherwiſe : He beholds- 
1 and judges the very thoughts of 
1- man, which are the fountainzof 
|- hbisaQions, ſo much. more fully 
and plainly, than. we do - the a» 
Rions themſelves, that he needs- 
'] not make a fecond, a medinte,* 
+] © a ſyllogiſtical judgement of the 
4 reality of-mens worſhip, from - 
| trheexterna], circumſtantial, and: 
only probable teſtimonies of 
their ourward behaviours. And 
_ truly if we pur the caſe amongſ# 
Men, methinks a great Roman. 
1 Emperour tha: calls himſelf Mar 
4 fer of the World, ſhould de- 
-|- light to prove himſelf ro: be fa, 
: 7 ob from 
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tribute and worthip, which he 
receives from ſeveral Nations : 


and no more refuſe to be ho- 
nour'd in ſeveral faſhions, than 
he would to be praisd: in ſe- 


veral Larguages, He would be 
glad perhaps to: eſtabliſh the 
Latin Tongue, and make that 
_ the Speech of all Countries, bur 

finding that deſign ro be im- 
poſſible, would ar leaſt pardon 
that diverſity which agrees and 
confents in his own Glory. 
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from the variety of homages; | 


E 


Truly if men could caſt away : 


ſo- much paſſion, as to make but 
true Compariſons, they would 
find no more hurt from the uſe 
of different Ceremonies, then 
of different Tongues in the ſame 
City ; and we might be as well 
allowed to ſerve God after the 
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Engliſh: 
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Engliſh manner , as to ſpeak — 
Engliſh inthe Spaniſh Domini, ® 
ons. - As words are the images ' 
of our thoughts, ſo our thoughts 
are of the things themſclves: 
and as. well. may differing 
thoughts truly repreſent. the 
worſhip. of one God, and. of his 
Son Chriſt . Jeſus, as differing 
- words. can repreſent the ſame 
thought : And this. the Romer 
Church ſeems to acknowledge , 
which does not think ſufficiene 
Unity in Gods Service to be re- 
rain'd, with "the allowance of 
- more than ofone Language , and 
for preſervation of Fantaſtical 
Identity, . teaches her Sons. firſk 
to think, and afterwards to ſpeak 
they know not what. - They ſay 
firſt ; Our. Error is the ſame 
with that.of the Greeks, . which 
23 C5: _ 
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is taxed 'by Saint Paw 


after wiſdom, but that the World 
by wiſdom knew not God ;. That 
#he- wiſdom of the wiſe was de- 
ftroged, and the underſtanding of 
the Prudent brought to. nothing ; 
that it: was wade fooliſhneſs, na 

it was confounded by the fooli 

things of the World, And a- 
e2inſt this wiſdom, many-excel- 
lent things are ſpoken in the 
beginning of that Epiſtle , and 
&R is ſtrucken down ( ay Saint 
Paul was himſelf ) by a greater 
lighroof Divine truth, which came 
from God for that very purpoſe, 
to amaze. and confound: it firſts 
and" then to. convert it. But if 
we mark it well, we ſhall ob-= 
ſerve, that under this Name. of 


Wiſdew, which. is arraign'd, con= } 


demned,, 
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demned, nay and. executed heres 
( for it is_ brought ta nothing} © 
1s not ſignified Humare Reaſon., 

but that which among the Greeks 
at that time was fallly and 
blindly eſteemed to be. ſo: Ag 
in the Laws againſt Magick, nat 
that which is truly, but thas 
which is fallly called ſo, is on- 
ly, condemned. And therefare 
Saint Paul. names it the ' ws/dows. 
of woras ; the enticing words: of 
mans wiſdom: and the | 
after the fleſhy and the, wiſdom 
of the Princes of the World... By, 
which three names are plainly, 
( methinks ) deſcribed, the: three; 


great. ſubarners: and carrupters 
| of: Humane Reaſen ( and. nat at _ 
{ - all it ſelf ) the: deſire of Repus 2 
1 tation, of Pleaſure,. and Profir, 
By:the: fickk we: forſake the- Truth. 
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'to make demonſtrations of our 
Wit and. Eloquence : = the ſe- 


cond to compaſs thoſe carnal ... 


and worldly pleaſures, which - 


_ our own-true Reaſon does'not | 


allow of , and therefore we will 
not allow of it:- (as Henry the 
Eighe: ſeems to have left the 
Pope, becauſe he refuſed to 
diſpence with his luſts, and to 
call that Matrimony, which was 
Indeed Adultery: )}) And by 
the third ,. to comply with the 


mtereſt of States and Princes, | 


and either willingly deceiving 
our ſelves with the- Errors of 
our- Governours , or deceiving 
others with a defire to Govern 
theme. And theſe three (at teaſt 
| the two-latter-) cauſes of Error þ 
in -the underſtanding , may. be 
me Reaſon contained with-truth Y 
10 
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in the Parable concerning which 
is ſtrongeſt... Thar: that which - 
'- falſly ſeemed to be Humane. Rea» 
j - ſe, and not that which truly * 
*# is ſo, is accuſed by Saint Paxl;. - 
appears yet more plainly, where 

| he ſays. that: God hath choſen the 
things which are aot, to. confound 
the things. which are : where 
the things which are not can ſig- 
nifie nothing elſe, . but the. things 
which are cſtcemed-as nothing ,- 
{{ that is neither of value in them 
Þ felves, nor of power to pro- 
duce any effles.. True it is, © 
that the beſt and trueſt, Humane +2 
Reaſon could not have found ous 
of. it ſelf, that wiſdom. of God-in 
a myſtery, even. that hidden wiſ- 
dom which God ordained. before 
the world, which is the myſtery 
of Chrift Feſus 3 but it was ne- 
: Cellary 
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neceſſary ir ſhould fir 
vealed by that Spirit, which can 
only fearch and diſcover.the deep 


things of God. Burt as ſoon as 


the Spirit had reveal'd ir (which 
it did by Miracles, by fulhlling 
of Prophefies and many other 
means of power and demon- 
{tration ) even Humane Rea 


| fon was able to. behold and to 


confeſs. it ; not that Grace had 
alter'd the Eye-ſight of Humane 
Reaſon , but. that it had drawn 
the obje& nearer to it. . And: till 


. - the objet was brought ſonigh, 


the wiſdom of man did as ſafely 
nov diſcern it, as it does nornow: 


| the new ſtate of things, which 


ſhall be- revealed at the Second 
coining» And whereas they op=. 
poſe againſt this the ſaying of 


the Apoltle ,, that the Natural 
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|. man receiveth not. the things of 


the Spirit of God, for. they ave 
fooliſhneſs unto him, neither - cars 


' he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually aiſcern'd: The word 
Natural, 1 take to be a very ill 
tranſlation, and conceive it oughr: 
ro-be rendred the ſenſual man. 


for ({uch 4vxuts in the Greek, 
and Animali in the Latin; vx 
many times fignifying. the lower 


and. ſenſitive part of the youl,. n- 


diſtin&ion to. vss ,. which js the 
upper or rational, 25 41914 1% OP- 
nM to 4nimw, and both an A 
times to Mews. So: that the 
meaning. is, that whilſt a- mans 
Reaſon is ſeduced by his appe- 
tites and. paſſions, ir: is. an unfir 


Judg of Spiritual matters, nei- 


ther can be Ulmpire fora Peace, 
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of thoſe things, which are in 
perpetual « warfare againſt the 
Spirit. But they ſay-this Autho- . 
rity which we aſcribe to Reaſon, * * 
is ſtrangely different from. char 
Captivity which Saint Paul-ſub= 
jeds itro, when he ſays, Caſting 
dawn reaſonings, and every bigh 
thing that exalts it ſelf againſ®s | 
the knowledge of God, and bri | | 
ing into Captivity every thought 
ro the obedience of Chriſt, And 
what Captivity, .. ſay they, can 
there be, whilſt we are only gui» _ 
ded by the motions of our.own |} 
underſtanding © All which figni- 

fies no more, but-that. St. Paul re- 
 lates(in vindication of his own juſt 
greatneſs .againlt the .Calumnies 

of . ſome- that deſpiſed his per- 
ſon, eſpecially as weak and rude 

of ſpcech ) how he had contuted 

_ thoſe - * 
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thoſe perſons that oppoſed them- 
ſelves by reaſonings againſt the 
DoGrin of Chriſt ; and .where- 


as their underſtandings before 


were enflaved and captivated to 
the defires of the ſenſual Soul 
* (for which he calls them in ano» 


# ther place beaſts at Epheſw) 
F which hindred them from the - 


obedience of Chriſt, he + freed 
them from their-cruel bondage, 
by caſting down all their ſtrong. 
holds, and breaking the chains 
of their fallacious reaſonings , 
and brought them into another 
captivity by right of conqueſt, 
bur ſuch an one where the yoaks 
are light and the burthens caſle, 
that is, by true reaſon he over- 
came .and captivared -theit falfe 
ONES, - 


And 
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E - Andfromthis Example, I de- * 
fire thoſe who would have our 
 Underſtandings captivated, - ta 
convince: us firfſs by rheirs that 
they ought to be ſo, and not to 
=—_ toepſlave aur Reaſons, till 

y firſt overcome them: which 
when they have dane, then they 
will loſe what they contend for - 
For by our Reafons being guided, 
conquered, and enſlaved, theirs - 
are become Guides, Conquer- 
ours, and. Maſters. So: that ir 
will appear at laſt impoſſible for 
Hamane Reaſon to joke 1 any. thing. 
in one place, without gaining as 
much in ſome other, 


They who follow the appre- 
henſion of a Viſion or Revelatian 
extrinſecally coming into thetr 
Souls, if it happen that that ex- 
trinſec#! 
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JF trinſecal light come from the. - 
| Fatherof Zights, as the pillar of * 
F Fire did which led the 1ſraelites, 
they mult needs be guided: right-. 
ly ; but if ir chance to be an 

' Jenus fatur(a flame driven about, 

- as men commonly believe , by 
malicious Spirits} th&* Errors 
which it leads rhem into become 
unpardonable ; for what ples 

. can they make for mercy , fince 
] © there is no command', nor no 

*F Counſel can be alleadged for the 

truſting of themſelves ro- that 
Stranger, which they can neither - 
know from whence he comes, - 2 
nor whither he deſigns to- go. _ 2? 
The like happens if we obey 
Authority : For if that Authe- 
rity preſcribe truth, we have ' 
good fortune in our obedience, 
and meerly good fortune : bur 
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if it draw us into Errors, we 


have nothing to ſay for our ex- 
cuſe, becauſe we have nothing 
to alledge for our. obedience to * 
that Authority : So Eve pleaded 
the Authority of the Serpent, 
bur both were puniſhed: So 4- 
dam with more appearance of. 
innocency, the Woman that thou 


- gaveſi. me for an Helper bad me 


eat, and accordingly I did; 
but_to him too a Curſe is pro- 
nounced, becauſe be believed 
that which was figuratively one' 
with him ( as members of the 
Church pretend to. do. the 
Church) rather then that which 
was molt certainly and: ſingly 


- one With. him , which, was his. 


own Reaſon.. Thus the beſt that 
canbe made of theſe mens O- 
pinions 1s, that after they have. 
pw blind- 
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enter, there is one which will 
lead them to Heaven ; which if 
they miſs, ir will be asked, not 
why you entred not there, bur 


why by blinding your own eyes. 


_ did you put your- ſelf into a 
_ greater probability of not find- 
1ng, than of lighting upon the 
true paſſage. Now contrarywiſe, 
thoſe who commit themſelves to 
the guidance of their own -un- 


derſtanding, -if they do com- | 


mir-themſelves wholly to it, are 
as ſafe on the left hand as on 


the right, as ſecure of happineſs 


in- their Errors, as others are, 
who are otherwiſe: guided, even 
in the Truths which they hap- 


pen to fall into. For there is - by 
Qo danger of periſhing ur __ 0 


aft | 
- 


the many doors where they may. * 
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” 6s OfpumaneReaſoic. * 
'- diſobedience, withoue which e- *' 
very man may often .err, the if 
Commandment of God -being «lf 
not to find out truth ( eſpecially 
every particular one ) -bur te +: 
endeavour the finding it: He com- 
mands no more but to ſearch, Bl 
nd ye (ball find, (ays he, note- _ } 
very particular Truth, for ex+ - 
perienee teaches us. that cannot 
- be the interpretation : but whe» Þ 
ther you find or no the Truth - 
which you ſearch for, you ſhall .# 
find the reward of ſearching, MM 
which is Happineſs : Now he 8 
that bids you ſearch , is cruel 
and barbarous in his mockery, 
if he knows you have no-power 
or faculty ſo to ſearch as he 
- cemmands-you : there is there- 
ſearching Spiritus] Trughs, n © | 
| tnat. : 


wy 


> that can be nothing elſe bur his = 
© Underſtanding; neither to any | 
"ehing elſe can the command: be 
TY dvireed, (ince all things elſe are 
| without us, and may ſerve for. 
helps and diretions in our 
' ſearch, bur cannot be our ſearch: 
- ſelf: Secondly, becauſe we lay 
' che blaſphemous accuſation of 
EY Injuſtice upon God, if he puniſh 
BK vs for an Error which we eonld- 
" & Nor avoid : and all Errors are 
 fach which we fall into after a 
WM full and mature fearctr for the 
Truth, according to the -beſt 
- means repreſented to our under- 
| Randing ; ſo that as the liberty 
- of our Will, and the poſſibili- 
BW ty we have of doing the con- 
"JF frary, makes us ſuffer: juſtly for 
F evil Actions, ſo che poſſibility 
+ Þ vur nnderfanding had ro have 
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very man .may often err ,. the 
Commandment of God -being 
not to find out truth ( eſpecially 
every particular one ) bur te 


endeavour the finding it: He com- Þ 


PE ” 


mands no more but to ſearch, } 
wad ye (ball find, ſays he, note- . 
very particular Truth, for ex* -: 


perienge teaches us. that cannot 
- be the interpretation : bur whe- 


ther you find or no the Truth - | 


which you ſearch for, you ſhall 


find the reward of ſearching,- | 


which is Happineſs : Now he 
that bids you ſearch , is cruel 
and barbarous in his mockery, 
if he knows you have no-power 
or faculty ſo to fearch as he 


- commangds-you : there is there= 


| fore in man a natural ability of 
ſearching Spicitusl Trughs, 
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diſobedience, withour which e- 
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F that can be nothing eſſe but his + 
4 Underſtanding; netther to any 
3 ching elſe can the command be 
F 6vireRed, ſince all things elſe are 
4 without us, and may ſerve for 
JF helps and diregtions in our 
-F ſearch, bur cannot be our ſearch: 
.Þ «ſelf: Secondly, becauſe we lay 
F «he blaſphemous accuſation of 
J Injuſtice upon God, it he puniſh 
us for an Error which we eonld- 
- Not avoid : and all Errors are 
4 ſach which we fall into after a 
23 full and mature fearctr for the 
F Fruth, according to the beſt 
JF means repreſented to our under- 
Þ Randing ; ſo that as the liberty 
3 of our Will, and the poſſibili- 
& ty we have of doing the con- 
T trary, makes us ſuffer juſtly for 
1 evil Actions, ſo the poſlibiliry 
» . our underfianding had to __ 
; | - Alt» 


diſcover'd and entertained the. F- 
Truth, renders us liable to J. 
Condemnation for ill beliefs. J- 
Thirdly, We ought not to be- | 
lieve Errors in Faith to be | 
damnable, becauſe this opinion 
4s fo wildly uncharitable, thar 
it ſtrikes out ten thouſand Mil- | 
lions out of the book of Life, 
for each ſingle Name that ir 
leavesin it « ſo immeaſurably vaſt 
(if we conſider the whole World | 
and all the Apes of it)is the num- Þ_ 
ber of thoſe who have lived and 1 
died in great, high,” and manifeſt 
Ertrors-C manifeſt I mean.to us, 
for they Were not ſo to them ) 
above thoſe that have been fo 
happy as te find and to embrace - 
the Truth. Fourthly, We ought | 
Not to teach men, that any.Er- 
rors in belief overthrow our |. - 
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__ of thole Errors which 


do ſo; it _ confeſt thar all 


do not, becauſe theſe muſt ne- 
ceflarily * put all conſidering 
Men into a doubt, or rather 


_ deſpair of their own Salvation: 


for what. quiet or repoſe can 
our Conſcience take, whilſt we. 
know our ſelves to be in many 
Errors ( the eſtate of-' a Tra- 
vellor being uncapable of an 
exemption from them ) and be- 
lieve that ſome Errors, with- 


- our knowing which or how ma- 


ny, do exclude men from 2 
poſſibility of entring into. Hea- 
vet» Fifthly , Becauſe in- this 
cale we cannot know our fault, 
and therefore have no means of 


|  repenting of it: Now God en- 


joyning 


” yo -ODfÞputnaneReaſon, AJ 
E Joyving men Repemance- and * 
- -promiſing Pardon thereupon for : 
all ſins whatſoever , preſcribes 
:Auch a Phyſick as is 1mpoſlible . 
to be 'taken; for _ Repentance 
preſuppoſes knowledge - of the 
Fault, and knowledge of a faulr 
do's : got -confiſt 'with an errour 1 
_ of - the underſtanding ,. for we FT 
-cannot apprehend the thing fo, 
and yet be ſorry that we are 
miſtaken.. - Sixthly, the great 
probability and appearance . of 
Truth on all fides, even the er- 
ting ones, ought to make us be- 
lieve, that God will not puniſh 
thoſe who err: if that be pro- f 
bable,. which all; or moſt men, 
Or Many, or the moſt wiſe, of 
Jome wiſe men receive fort | 
Truth » What Dodrine is there, _ 
which in the whole compaſs. of ;|- 
Religions *' 
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YReligions, ma 


not paſs for pro- 


bable, and what cauſe havewe Þ 


| ro condemn the Underſtanding- 


' F of any man, in a thing which 5 
F he is drawn by probabilities te < ? 


aſſent to, I cannot poſlibly 
conceive it agreeable to the 
goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 
ſo to have hidden and invol- 
ved, and almoſt diſguiſed the. 
Truth from us, if he had in- 
tended to have cenſured the 
miſling/ af it , with fo heavy'a 
ſentence as that of eternal ruines 
eſpecially ſeeing there is but one 
# true Way for one hundred falſe 
| ones, and no certain Mark ſer 
J upon the entry of that one, t@ 
diſtinguiſh it from the others; 
j. And let this ſuffice ro be ſaid 
1 vpon the firſt Argument, to 
.-L. induce us co commit our- ſelves 
| | D 2 wholly 
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wholly to- our Reaſon in the'Y ; 
ſearch. of-Divine -and Religious } | 
', Verittes, which is drawn from * , 
- the certainty of ſafety this way, I 
- . © and. the great hazard of it any | 
other. Y 
Secondly, As in viſible-Ob- Þ 
jects we receive confidently, and 


ceſt in the report of the fight, 
becauſe Nature hath ordained 
and accommodated it accord® | | 
ingly for that purpoſe, without 1 
appeal from. it either ro other | 
Sences., or to Revelations, or 
the Eyes of other men: and as 
we do the like in all other o- ' 
perations of the Senſe, and all | 
other faculties of the Souls fo 
ought we as entirely and abſo-_ 
lutely to reſign our Belief to the 
Aifates of our own.Underſtand- | .. 
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ing in things intelligible, which 
are as: properly - and naturally 
the Objz& thereof, .as things 
viſible are of the- Eye-ſight; and 
we- might as well ſay,-we-wilt 
traſt our Eyes in-green,-and 
white and black, -but. not nred 
or-yellow Colours, . as affirm 
that our Reaſon muſt guide 'us 
in the contemplation -of- Natures: 
the ſearch of : Arts, the Govern-' 
ment of publick Societies, and 
the. Regularion of mens Lives as 


| far as the bounds of Morality , 


but that it is not at all to be. 


| followed or obeyed in matters 


that concern Religion ; thoſe tos 
being intelligible Truths, yea 
the chief, and therefore moſt to- 
be ſearcht,. and a part. of the 
Underſtandings objet as much 


- or rather more than any other, 


D:3 Now 


74 DfÞdumane Reaſon. |* 
Now as the credit of the fight | 
is not at all to be diſparaged, 
becauſe ſome men have the Jaun- 
dies which paints every thing 
yellow, ſome look through blew 
Spedtacles which repreſent all _ 
things to them under the ſame - 
colour , and ſome through -di- 
vers mediums Which makes the 
ſtraight Staff appear crooked , 
ſome are ſhort-ſighted and rake 
Men for Trees at a diſtance 
fo, I ſay, the miſtakes which Rea- 
. fon by accidemal diſturbances | 
leads ſome men into, is not a ſuf-. | 
ficient Argument for others to re-. 
fuſe ro be guided by it. 4 
If it be objcted, that the 
fight, though it be ſubje&t to : 
fome particular impediments, 
-yet is generally by irs own na- . 
ture much more certain and ex- A” 
act. * 


+ 
- 4A. -. 


1 


-- 


wn SS bx 2, 


F 4 Ko - CAL ES £3. SES Ces BY SO 7 F Sy ade a oak TINY Fl wat 
& bf it EN: Sts RG « CE Snake tt i.e EE Yo = ot re ag # A © £73 Eee MOL EDM Fen FI $0; Pa HI 
K&S 29 * SO _ P rs 3 ” v : 4 oo - 
" F = = TIN FE Rr 0? Ne. Y 4 4 Our - - "> - 3h 9 
EO Hos . : : < * - ?, 
- wy Ld £,;* 
be y % = \ -Y 
-; S . + 
Z . POS). - F * + 
- . : % 79; 
4 - 4 ; ®» £ - d 
w a : » Ss 2 
: 
wv 29 
AF * 
b- 


at in the judgment of Colours, * 
than the underſtanding can ever 
be made ( even without acciden- 
tal -hinderances )-in the know- 
ledge of things Spiritual. I An» 
(wer, That iFfach things be the 


proper obje& of ſuch a faculty, 


we are herein to be govern'd by 

the dictates of it, without con=_ 
fidering whether- that faculty be 
as quick and perfet as God 
could make ir in apprehenſion 
of. its obje& : neither ought- we 


togive leſs truſt ro our Under- 


ſtanding in ſupernatural Truths, 
becaule it is ſo much inferiour to 
that of Angels, than we do toour 
Eye-ſight in things viſible,though 
it be ſo far-ſhort of that of Ea- 
ples. Certainly they who remove 
the cognizance of-Divine Truths 
out of the Court ofReaſongtake 4 
D'4  . war® 


-. 5 Of Þumane'Reaſon, _ 
|. way that which moſt properly 
and naturally falls under its de- | 


. termination, For, when God F 


had Created. all things. elſe, he ! 
thoughtthe World imperfe& as 
. Fer, whilſt there was nothing | 
made that could contemplate, 


. thank, and worſhip the Maker J 


_ of its and therefore he Created ! 
Man, and this was the chief end 
of the produfQtiion of a Ratio*- ; 


nal Sou], that by it they might I 


confider the things which they | 
ſaw , and diſcourſe and colle& 
our of them the things which . 


they ſaw not,. and both praiſe } 


and Jove the Maker for and in 
them both ; which is the whole 
ſubſtance of Religion ; for the | 
. manners and kinds of doing ir 
are accidental. So then Reli- 
gion appears to_þe the princi- 
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pal end of Mans Creation, and . © 
{ therefore as if Horſes be made 
$” for burthen, they have a natural 
ability given. them wherewith to 
do its .it Birds to fly, they have 
a faculty and wings given them 
for that purpole ( becauſe where. 
an end 1is Natural , the. means. 
are ſo tos) ſo it Religion be the. 
End of Man as he is partaket 
of a Rational Soul,that reaſonable. 
1 Soul hath ſome power naturally 
1 placed in ir for the exerciſe, 
judgment and choice of Reli-. 
| gion, as far forth as is neceflary 
J]. to his own happineſs, thar is, to 
| the atraining the end for which. 
he was Created 
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In-the third place, This O- I 


pinion 1s not only moſt ſafe and. 1 


moſt natural for every Man in 
particular, but likewiſe moſt 


agreeable to the good and in--. 


tereſt of Humane Society : -for 
all Wars of Jate Ages have been 
either really for Religion, or at 
leaſt that has been one of the 
- chief pretences 3 which if it were 


quite - taken away, it would .; 


be difficult for thoſe men who 
diſguiſe their Ambition with it, 
. todraw the People into the mi- 
ſeries and uncertainties either of 
a Civil or Forraign War. Now 
if this Do@rine were generally 
planted in the minds of Men, 
both the reality and pretence of 
fighting for Religion were | ut- 
terly cancelled 3 and though tur- 
tulent minds would then either 


find 
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fion to diſturb their Neighbors, 


yer the il] would neither be ſo 
frequent nor ſo cruel as it is ar 
preſent. For who would quar- 


rel for Religion, . when this were 
made the main and general 
ground of all: Religions, That 
every man ought quietly to enjoy 
ha own. True it is, that unity 
in Religion. would produce the 
ſame effe&t:; but alas ! both Rea- 


ſon. and . Experience teaches-us, _ 


_ that: the hopes of that are vain 


and impoſſible ; and though a. 


Stare may. ſometimes. force all 
irs Subje&s to ſubmit to an out- 
ward _ uniformity in all things 


that concern Divine Worſhip, . 
yer they muſt know, that every . 


publick diſturbance in the Com- 
mon-wealth , . breaks all thoſe 


bonds © 
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| -bonds aſunder of difſermbled Q- 


bedience, and that ſuch compul-. 


ſions both. beget. and ripen all 
Diſorders. 


Much might be ſpoken in 


. this matter, bur not neceſſa- 


ily here, both becauſe T 


"have ſaid ſomething. of ir be- 
fore,.in anſwering this Ar- 

- gument turn'd againſt this O- 
pinion unhappily:; and be- 
cauſe- the manner of eſtabli- 
ſhing this Liberty in a Com- 
mon-wealth , will require a 

_ Diſcourſe entirely, by it 
ſelf. 


| and which indeed needs not the 
'  aſhſtance of any other , fhall 


theme 


The laſt defence of this Cauſe, 7 


| - be, becauſe (though men deceive 


--, * OfÞumane Reaſon, 8r *' 
themſelves herein, and as it of= * 
ren happens, know not their <: 
own Opinions) it is impoſſible  *? 
that ever any man ſhould have 
been, is, or can .hereafter be 
guided by any thing elſe bur 
his own Reaſon, as in other 
things,. ſo alſo in matters. of 
Religion ; 1 fay impoſlible, 
_ for whatſoever way we take, we 
ſhall find that-the laſt Anchor to 
Which our Faith holds,. the laſt 
=< Element into which it is re- 
_ +. falvd (and therefore it is like- 
wiſe compounded of the lame) 
is only Reaſon, For when 
I. ask,. why. you believe any 
Myſtery of. Faith>- you wall 
anſwer perhaps, ,Becaule the pre- 
* ſent Church commands you : 
Tt I proceed and ask, Why do 
++/ you believe what the 'prefent 
oY Church. 


D 


* $82 Df Humane Reaſon. 

> Church commands? you will | 
ſay, Becauſe the former Church - | 
reaches the ſame, Why do you * 
believe the former Church 2- 
Becauſe God commands: you ſo 
to do. Why do you - believe. 
that God commands it f Becaule | 
you find it in the Scripture... 
Why do you believe the Scrt- - 
ptures ro be the. Word of God ?- 

| Becauſe they were confirmed - 
by Miracles. . Why do Mira- 
cles confirm. that ? -Becauſe they  * 
are works which can proceed 
from nothing but the abſolute 
and immediate power of. the. 
Deity, Why ſo? Becauſe no-. 
thing contrary to, or above the. 
Courſe of Nature, can be done 
by natural Agents ; but Mira- 
cles are effe&ts contrary to, or. 


- above - the Courle of Nature ; 
| there- 


ſee Faith ar laſt reſolv'd into a 
Syllogiſme, which is the proper 
work of the Underſtanding. 
| On the other hand, if I des 
j mand, Why you do believe that 

' any Miracles were done for the 


Confirmation of the Faith £ Be- 


cauſe of the great and many Te- 
timonies of the Truth thereof. 


Why do you believe thoſe Te-- 


ſtimonies > Becauſe fo many 
Perſons in ſo ſeveral times and 


places, with ſo ſeveral intereſts, 


could never agree in being de- 
ceived, or to deceive, So that 
you reſt not at all in any Autho- 
rity, but diſcourſe firſt whar 
may be ſaid for or againſt the 
- validity of it, examine it pun- 
. Quually in all Circumſtances, and 
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therefore they proceed from the h 
Divine Operation. Thus you 


at laſt ſubmir co it upon ſome 
Syllogiſme , . which is the only 
Law that binds our Reaſon. 
Two things are to be. conſidered 
. In all Authority, before.We obey 
or believe it ; firſt, The condi« 
tion and quality of the Perſons 
who Command or Inſtru& ; and 
ſecondly, The true interpreta* 
tion of their Commands or. In- 
fructions. For the firſt, The 


- Perſons in Commanding. muſt 
have a lawful Power derived to | 


them, either from God, Nature, 
or Cuftom ( which Jatter de- 

ds upon the two former. ) 
And in Inſtruting, muſt have 
either an abſolute infallibility, 
or elle ar. leaſt a probability of 


not Erring., So.that no Authority | 


is obeyable or . believable in ir 


ſelf withour farther examina”, « 


tion £ 
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| tion : no not that of God him-. 
ſelf; for the irength of Gods 


Y Authority. depends upon thar 
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Syllogiſme ,. which proves thar 


. the nature of God is ſuch, that 
he can- neither deceive nor be 
. deceived.. Now all. this 'Exa- 
mination is purely and entirely 
*. the work of our Reaſon by mea- 
ſuring a particular and an uni- 
verial, Vharfoever hath ſuch 
Conditions is. to- be obeyed or 


*F believeds but ſuch Perſon or 


Perſons hath ſuch Conditions , 
therefore ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
are to be obeyed or believed : 
Neither do's our Reaſon only 
preſcribe obedience and belief 
ro us, but alſo ſearches and e- 
flablifhes the bounds of both, ſet- 
ting up ſome ſolid and apparent 
- Notions, by which we know our 


Ul 


. Ne plus nitra, True it is, that 
ſome men Obey and ſome men 
Believe without confidering that 
they make this diſcourſe 5 but 
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that is only from inadvertency, as 


men often move their Bodies, 


without any particular exerted 


thought of doing (o. 


Thus far then Authority wholly. 
depends upon Reaſov, And much 
more in the ſecond Conaition , 


which is the interpretation of it : 
in which buſineſs rhe interpoſiti- 


on of Reaſon is ſo neceſſary, that T. 


ſhall omir either to prove or illu- 
ſtrate the Poinr, 


Now as they who enflave 


themſelves ro Authority, make 


ie. the rule and guide of Faith, 


becauſe that even-rthe belief char 
Scripture is the Law of God de- 
| pends 


& 


# 
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: Of HunttameReaſon. $87 -- 
- pends upon it, as truly ig do's. 
( in my Opinion ) upon the Tra» 
dition -of Miracles z fo 1 fay, 
that much rather Reaſon is to 
. be accounted that Rule'and that  - 
Guide we louk for, becauſe even _ 
Authority upon which even Scri- 

_ pture. it ſelf depends, depends 
as much upon that ; ncither do 
we more believe the Scripture 
for Authority , then that very 
_ Aanthority for the Reaſon we += 
* think we have to do ſo. The 

Samaritan ſays, 1 have an infal- 
lible Rule, which is the Books of . 
Moſes, and only theme The _ 
Few ſays, I cannot err, for 1 
| follow the Old Teftamept, which 
| is infallible, and only rhat. The 
— Ehtiſtian aflures himſelf of the 
| _ Truth as Jong asheis guided by 
wv Ine 
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the ,Evengelils and Crdpoſiles 
diQites .of the Holy Ghoſt, The 
Tark aſſumes the ſame from the 
Alcoran ; and the Heathen from 
Oracles, Sybill's Books, and-the 
like. VWhat ſhall I do?: None 
of all theſe Books can be: be- 
lieved by their own Light, for 
there are things equally ſtrange in 
them all. Follow the Authority 
of the Church which cannot mik 
guide you 2 Moſt willingly :-bue 
again the ſame difficulty returns 
in another habit ;. for as every 
oze Cry's, I follow theſe Books 


which are. ;»fallible, ſo he goes 


on too and fays,..I believe theſe 


Books to be ſo, becauſe our 


Cherch and our Traditions which 
are certainly the beit Authority, 
aſlures 


whoſe Writings are the infallible 


wy 
— 
*. 


zz BOfpumaneReaſon. %9 *7 
| aſſures us thar they were written + 
| by Dzvine :{nſpiration. Let the. 
C M Chriſtian rake heed of ſayiny | 
:{ +Here, But my Tradition 14 more 
axcient and more Univerſal, 
for in the firſt the Few will 
| overcome him, 'and in both 
the Heathen, I -muſt in this 
} > diverſity of ways -cither ftand 
{ fitill, that is ſuſpend abſslute- 
| | ly from the belief-of any Relt- 
gien ( which 'is almoſt impol- 
{ible after the belief that rhere 
is 2 God ) or I muſt chooſe 
out of theſe. Now Ele&ion 'is 
a work ſo proper to Reaſon, 
that it cannot be done by any 
thing elſe ; and therefore to be 
EY brought to a neceflity of an Ble-- 
_ * © Riion) isto be neceſſarily bronght 
to ſubmit in matters of 'Reli- 
gion 


#$; 


hd el ite Bb Fon 9 en 3 OO GS TIO PT” bak , "Wy 
FIR FEES CY RI $4 od. "FI as TS 0 bes ied do #” 3 wut ET FOE 
CHEERS T0 . Sb. os - Eo no, eb MW. OR ie 5g SY " Bp a 3 nt We $2.36 2 8 6 2 b SoS9n-g. 1 4 
RS, = \ 1%24 e HAN 2 23 Gs Fo + 4 be ASSO ESTES... at Ee: _- 
-4h - _ TK + {> FEnes TESTES 0 OA 5 
Wy + 4 k % £ " n-- - # 1 I F "3575 Sho 
= s F 
I £ | 7 Ky ww” 
- F% 4 
FS : : 5 1 
Yo 4 of s "& s 
wo 
\& 
8 
4 


our Underſtanding: 50 that + 


in matters of Religion. where» 


in there is difference, 'I choole 


this fide rather than the. other, 
becauſe my Reſon bids me; 
and where there is no diffe- 
rence, even there I am wholl 


guided by my Reaſon, becauſe ' 4 


tne uncontradicted concurrence 


of the Parties, makes up a Syl--. 


logilme to perſwade (1 ay to 


 perſwade only) my Belief. ; 


Briefly , I cannot Be/zeve bur 
by an a& of the #7, nor can 
I wil but according to . the di- 


reions of the Underfanding: : 


{o that they who ſay they, fol- 
low Authority, or they follow 

Divine particular Revelation, 
@r any thing elſe imaginable , 
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do it, becauſe rhar agrees with 

| their own Reaſon, and will quir 
the Party as ſoon as it do's 0- 
therwiſc. 
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